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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Appiicant(s) y 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 


-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 

V. 

Period for Response 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE __J2 MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 

- £5£ or ZZZSriW above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the ^^S^^TTm 
-I Failur! 'to respond wKhin the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause me applicaUon to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status / y 

^TResponsive to communication(s) filed on — ^7^# — — ^ " ' 

Vlhis action is FINAL / 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matte^ prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 Op 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

A£ |aim ( S ) 2-*3 is/are pending in the application. 

r* , . , . _ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Of the above claim(s) — " Z 

_ . , % is/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s)— 

Vciaim(s) A" 2 -2 " is/are rei6Cted - 

rl „ t . , x — is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) ■ 

are subject to restriction or election 

a Claim ( s > requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on . is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aM<0 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number). 


□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 

•Certified copies not received:. . . — 

Attachments) 


□ Information Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other__ . 
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Application/Control Number: 10/047,523 
Art Unit: 3652 

' , Applicant, ar 9 umen,s filed September 4, 2002 have been fully considered bu, 
mey are not deemed to be persuasive. Applicant, discussion o, certain individual 
features o» the severe, references is insufficient to snow unobviousness where the 
.ejection is based on a combination o, the references (,n re Voun 9 e, ai, 1 59 USPQ 

725). 

It is within the purview o, 35 U.S.C. 1 03 to seiect features from the prior ad to 
effec,resu„se X pec,ed,rom t hesefeatures (l nreSKonere,a,,18eUSPQ80,. 

sp ecffic,eachin g softhereferencesbu,a,so,he inferences which one skilled in the art 
wouldr ea S onab, y bee X pec t edtodrawtherefrom0nrePreda,5 9 USPa342,nre 

Held, f87 USPQ 878, Thefestfor obviousness is no, whether the feafure of one 
.eferencemavbebodiivincorporafedintotheothertoproducatheciaimedsubiec, 

^erbutsimpivwhatthecombinationofreferencesmaKesobvioustooneofordmarv 
skill in the pertinent art (In re Keller, 208 USPQ 871). 

pri or art and level o, ordinary skill in the art. The claimed subject mader fakes into 
obvi ouswi,h, e re,erencesre,ieduponb y ,heexaminerOnre M cUu g h„n 17 0 U SPO 
2 09) The issue of obviousness is no, only determined by whatthe references 
expressly sfafe bu, also is determined by whaf ,hey would fairly su 99 es, ,o those of 

IdU ,heartOnre D e,is,e 1 80USP080e ; ,nreBo,e 1 S3USP05 4 .,,,s 

note d,ha, skill, no,,he converse, is presumed on,he part of ,hoseprac,icin g ,nthe art 
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"common sense" of the person of ordinary skill in the art (In re Bozek 163 USPQ 545). 

applicant (In re Wiseman 201 USPQ 658). 

««ii<!r 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wn 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

4 The factual inquiries se. forth in Graftam v. J*. Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 . 148 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

, Determining the scope ^^'^ptoartand the claims at issue. 
2. Ascertaining the differences MM he pno 

obviousness or nonobviousness. 
6 c,aims1,3arere i ec,ed U nder35U.S.C.103(a,asbeingun P a,en,ab,eover 

N il 8 onin.ewo,Pre t wel,eta,Co ri e, J ,and J a P anesePaten t ^685. N i^ 
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atth e endof me par* arms. Uwo.ld Have been obvious. o a ordinary 
d esired TbemotivetionistbeKnownuseofequivaients. Japanese Pafen,*457665 

(claim 10). 

6 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded o, .he exfens,on o, t,me 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final aotion is set to expire THREE 

TWO MONTHS of the maiiing date o, this final aotion and the advisory aofion is no, 
ma i,ed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened sfafutory period, then fhe 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from fhe mailing dafe of 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7 Any inquiry concerning .his communication or earlier communications from .he 

examiner shouid be directed ,o Examiner Bratlie whose telephone number is (703) 306- 

to 5 00. Friday is the examiner's day off. 

Any inquiry o, a general nature or relating to .he s.a.us of .his application or 
proceeding should be directed t o , he receptionist whose telephone number is (703,306- 

4177. 
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Bratlie/kl 

October 22, 2002 


STEVEN A BRATLIE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


